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September
10, 2019
was not

a regular
day.

Passing by Bechara el Khourys’ street in the heart of Beirut, | stopped

below the state-of-the-art building and looked around. | examined the area.
Something did not feel the same. Perhaps the presence of a gate that did
not exist before in this specific venue sounded dubious? Or the erected fence
that looked to me as if it was trying to hide something? Curious by nature, |
wanted to go in. Hardly enough, | managed to enter.

What | saw however was a striking and unexpected sight.
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Yes,

happened

that elevator
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that once used to be a mobile reception space,
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hoto byegchitect Joseph Chartouni, 2003.

* ?;x ent state of the building
IBciinBliekcround images was

graphed by ihe author, 2018.







Located in the heart of Beirut and designed by renowned Lebanese archi-
tect Bernard Khoury, “Yabani” once occupied the front cover of local and
international architecture magazines. Consisting of a modern underground
space that was frequented by the rich in search for fine Japanese dining,
“Yabani” has now become a shelter for refugees. The previous photos portray
a reality, one that is composed of stories and fragments of the refugees’

daily underground lives and intimacies. They portray a fragility masked by a
preconceived idea of perfection, and a vulnerability masked by a predeter-
mined idea of infallibility. Today, “Yabani” has transformed. From a prestigious
restaurant to a make-shift home, |, as an architect, had to witness this drastic
transtformation the space had undergone. “Yabani” can therefore be looked
upon as an experiment, one that invites us to develop a new way of looking
at architecture while turning away from the current trend of idealization, an
architecture that extends beyond its initial function into a pragmatic rethinking
of its possibilities, transgressing over time beyond the point of familiarity, and
will perhaps

Keep on
trans-
gressing.
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